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2015 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
Friday, February 6th 
 
 
11:00 am Registration and Vendor Room (Skyview) Open 
 
1:00 pm General Session (All Attendees) (Salon F, G, & H) 

Louis Meyer: Welcome Session 
Louis will welcome all attendees to Kidvention and fill in details for the upcoming days. 

 
1:30 pm General Session (Salon F, G, & H) 

Al Moessinger: Audience Likeability 
It doesn’t matter if you’re a magician, face painter, clown, speaker, actor, or manager of a 
Fortune 500 company, improving your people skills and likeability will greatly impact you for 
the rest of your life.  Attendees at previous conventions where Al has taught on this topic 
have commented that the best take away from the convention was a technique they learned 
from Al’s lecture.  Don’t miss it! 
 

3:00 pm Break Out Sessions 
Barry Mitchell: Kards with Kids (Salon F, G, & H) 
“Kards” with kids?  Yes you can!  Barry has studied the world as far back as Columbus and is 
thinking FLAT (Fun Laminated Attractive Treasures).  He has assembled a deck of card 
magic and fun with kids.  Not every kard has to be a “playing card.”  Dig deep into a pile of 
pasteboard presentations, lasting laminates, and a fountain full of forces so you’ll discover 
the magic of kards with kids. 
 
Marcela Murad and Heather Green: Simply WOW! (Salon C) 
Sometimes less is more.  These are simple but impressive design ideas, perfect for the 
working painter needing to move the line with speed and efficiency.  From butterflies to 
superheroes and more of the most popular and requested designs for boys and girls, you will 
be surprised how “simple” can look so good! You will also learn to speed up your face 
painting without compromising the end result. Plus the formula that will spark your 
imagination and inspire you to create your own variations of any design! 
 
Nick Wolfe: Heavy Metal! (Salon D &E) 
This demo hammers on everything from gold filigree tiaras to chainmail. Helmets to robots, 
Nick will show you how to paint reflections and highlights to simulate chrome, rust spots, and 
rivets. Brush and sponge techniques will be explained including "side-brushing" and 
modeling. This demo is going to rock! 
 
Shonna Flanigan: Humble Beginnings (Alexandria) 
Simply Shonna will share with you some 1-balloon wonders and other simple balloons that 
she uses for quick line work.  All of these designs are simple enough for the true beginner, 
but are clever enough for the experienced twister to use as well.  
 

5:00 pm Dinner (Vendors Open in Skyview) 
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6:30 pm  Break Out Sessions 

Tim Sonefelt: Unique & Colorful Kids Magic (Salon F, G, & H) 
Children love bright and colorful effects. In this class for all skill levels of clowns & magicians, 
Tim has grabbed the crayons, put on his uniquely funny hat, and will share several fun, easy-
to-do magic routines that are visual and colorful and play anywhere from a living room to a 
large stage. 
 
Lea Selley: Introduction to Face Painting with Stencils (Salon C) 
This is an introduction to face painting with stencils! Learn many different ways to incorporate 
stenciling techniques into your face painting designs! Tips and tricks on how to get perfect 
transfers, increase the complexity of your design in an instant, and how to embrace your 
'mistakes' and turn them into masterpieces! Incorporating stencils as a face-painting tool will 
increase your productivity, boost your design skills, and multiply the uniqueness of a single 
design! Learn techniques using different types of sponge applicators, incorporating glitter, 
and adding hand-painted details. 
 
Marcela Murad and Heather Green: The Keys to $ucce$$ (Salon D &E) 
Based on her Paint Me Green Series and years of experience, Heather teams up with Marcela 
for this motivational class to teach you how it is possible to make a living doing what you love. 
From solving some of the most common problems such as controlling and ending the line, to 
what to charge and how to prosper, this class is full of wise business advice and practical ideas 
to motivate you and lead you in the right direction for success.  
 
Ryan Lavallee: Balloon Hats (Alexandria) 
We know, clever title.  In this class, Ryan will be sharing a bunch of balloon hats that he uses 
at the majority of his gigs.  Big crazy designs, cute little designs, and modular designs so you 
can make up your own designs on the spot.  If you liked his wrist wearable class, then you 
will like this class also. 
 

8:00 pm General Session 
Jeff Wawrzaszek: Abra-Card-Abra (Salon F, G, & H) 
Monopolize the market in your area, separate yourself from your competition, fill your gig 
calendar regularly, and add multiple streams of income to your entertainment business.  A 
simple, proven plan---a “must have” for any serious family entertainer. 
 

9:30 pm Vendors Open (Skyview) 
 
9:30 pm Night Jam Session and Wolfe Competition! (Salon 3) 

Magicians, face painters, clowns, balloon artists, and vents can get together to unwind, 
socialize, and practice their art forms during the Night Jam Session. 

Wolfe Competition: In honor and memory of Brian Wolfe, we are continuing our annual 
benefit competition!  Starting at 9:30 pm, contestants will have ONE HOUR to paint any kind 
of monster face (paint only---no prosthetics).  After one hour, the painters will present their 
models and be judged by a panel of instructors/staff.  Points will be awarded for creativity, 
originality, and technique.  The 1st Place painter will receive a trophy, and BOTH the model 
and the painter win Registration for Kidvention 2016.  Prizes will also be awarded for 2nd and 
3rd Place painters.  Because this is in honor of Brian Wolfe, and ALL money raised will 
go to Brian’s family, there will be a $50 Registration fee for each entry.  If you’d like, 
friends and fellow painters can chip in for the registration fee, and then you compete with 
your “sponsors” cheering you on! 
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Saturday, February 7th 
 
 
8:00 am General Session (Salon F, G, & H) 

MaryAnne Ross: Business Aspects of Children’s Parties 
Children’s entertainment is more than funny business---it is an actual business too!  In this 
lecture, MaryAnne shares must-know, must-have, and must-do “best practices” on the 
business of children’s entertainment.  Topics include items that impact your success and your 
perceived value as an entertainment provider, protecting your liability and tending to tax 
matters, and how to drum up new and repeat business.  Whether hearing these things for the 
first time or as a review, MaryAnne’s vast knowledge and experience in this area are 
invaluable and worth getting up early for! 
 

9:00 am Break Out Sessions 
Mike Hummer: Easy Magic for Family Entertainers (Salon F, G, & H) 
If you do any type of family shows, this class is for you. Learn EASY magic that will delight 
kids and adults!  You don't need any knowledge of magic to perform these great routines. 
These tricks are SO EASY, you'll be performing them in your next show! 
 
Marcela Murad and Heather Green: Web Inspired Design Ideas (Salon C) 
The spider web is an element that can be incorporated into any design idea. From Spiderman 
(the all-time most popular design for boys) to beautiful spider web masks, these techniques 
can turn a fairy into a gothic princess or morph a dragon into a unique creature. Join them 
and let them help you spin your webs!  
 
Gene Cordova: How Puppets took over the World! (and Your Act!) (Salon D &E) 
This workshop will teach you the basics of puppetry.  Bringing these pieces of fabric and 
foam to life is fun & fascinating, and you can do it!  Gene and his primate pal, Bongo, will 
teach you how to make your puppet real and also how to give him/her a personality.  If you’ve 
been wanting to add a puppet into your act…then RUN, don’t walk, to this workshop.  If 
you’re worried about using a puppet and kids calling you out about your lips moving, then boy 
do we have the workshop for you.  Gene will cover all of your concerns and give you the 
confidence you need to add an exciting piece to your act that your audiences will LOVE.  He 
will also cover non-verbal puppetry.  Kids & adults alike love puppets, and after this class, so 
will you!  Bonus Material: Gene will share 9 points that will take your puppet to the next level. 
 
Ryan Lavallee, Dustin Queary, and John Reid: Twisting Ringside (Alexandria) 
Come see three Heavyweights of Restaurant Twisting together for a Main Kidvention 
Spectacle. Three different approaches to twisting tableside, how they twist, what they use, 
why they use it, etc.  They are going to Jab you with fast balloon designs that they actually 
use when twisting in a restaurant. They will Hook you in with their charming personalities. 
They will Uppercut the Glass Jaws of what it takes to get and keep a restaurant. Pound for 
Pound, one of the best classes offered in their time division. Don’t be Down for the Count! 
Come Join them Ringside! 
 

10:30 am Break Out Sessions 
Barry Mitchell: Hero Magic, Music, & More (Salon F, G, & H) 
Look!  Up on the stage! It’s a mammal… It’s a human… It’s a hero… No, it’s just Barry.  He’s 
pretending to be a hero again.  Faster than a speeding email, he will share fun magic, props, 
and DIY projects. Learn how you can add heroes to your show.  Every child and adult loves 
heroes, and Barry has created over 30 silly super hero identities and will transform into many 
of them.  You never know which hero will show up. You can be sure it will be a powerful and 
fun time of learning how to add a BAM and a WOW to your shows. 
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Marcela Murad and Heather Green: Bring On The Bling! (Salon C) 
If painting pretty girly designs is your passion, you will really enjoy this class!  If you believe 
that diamonds are a girl’s best friend, you already know that jewels and glitter add perceived 
value to your designs and extra cash in your pockets. Bring on the Bling and let Marcela and 
Heather teach you how to add jewels to your designs, the proper use of Liquid Bling, glitter, 
and glitter powders, and the easy formula for creating hundreds of variations of Marcela’s 
own Bling masks! 
 
Wiser Oner: Bad Ass Beautiful Arm Designs (Salon D &E) 
Beautiful designs don't always have to be dainty and girly; they can also be badass! Join 
Wiser to learn how to create crazy bad ass designs combining color and glitter for amazing 
results, taking your designs from beautiful to Bad Ass Beautiful!! 
 
Eric Weinstein: Balloon Faces (Alexandria) 
Everybody loves making faces.  In Eric’s class, you are going to learn two structural balloon 
bases that can be used to make lots of cool facial variations.  These designs can be used to 
create your favorite cartoon character or caricatures of the guests at your event. 
 

12:00 pm Lunch (Vendors Open in Skyview) 
 
12:00 pm Optional Special Lunch Sessions  $  (lunch and beverages provided): 
 

Face Painting with Lila Wilde: Zombies (Salon C) 
Current TV series like The Walking Dead, Z Nation, and the upcoming iZombie confirm that 
our culture is obsessed with zombies!  Be prepared for the zombie apocalypse (or at least the 
inevitable zombie requests on the job)!  This class will teach you how to create a detailed 
undead look that will terrify others.  This session will explain brush techniques, line work, and 
how to achieve depth with your awesome face paint creations.  Impress your clients (and 
everyone else)! 
 
Balloons with Rebecca Kanar: Dog Breeds and the Nifty 350 (Alexandria) 
In this session, Rebecca will show you how to make detailed dog breeds including a Bulldog 
and a Rottweiler, all from a similar head design. Use this pattern to create your own breed! In 
the last half of the session, she will show you some quick and easy BIGGER-than-your-
average design balloon creations that can be made with 350s. There will also be a useful ice 
princess design. You won’t want to miss this session! 
 
Magic with Brian Daniel: Reinventing the Magic Kit (Salon D & E) 
Brian Daniel of TeachByMagic.com, and formally of Creative Magic, will be joining us this 
year at Kapital Kidvention to unveil his latest project, reinventing the magic kit. In a nutshell, 
Brian is on a quest to create the ultimate magic kit; a simple, clean, creative, and quality kit 
that the magic community can be proud of.  Shoebox Magic will be a collaborative effort, 
involving a significant number of magicians as “consultants”. This ensures that the final 
product is one that magicians can recommend without hesitation.  If you are coming to 
Kapital Kidvention, not only will you be the first to hear the details about how this project will 
unfold, but you will also have the opportunity to be a part of the first official brainstorm for 
Shoebox Magic. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Brian directly at 
Brian@teachbymagic.com. 

 
1:30 pm General Session (Salon F, G, & H) 

Alexanderia the Great: Ooo! Ooo! Ooo!  Pick me. 
To be outstanding, you have to be willing to stand out.  It isn’t good enough to be good or 
even “great” at what you do.  So why pick YOU?  We’ll go over the “keys” (yes, an escape 
artist is really going to show you her keys) to opening more doors based on who “YOU” are 
and what you “uniquely” offer.  She’ll show you ways to better understand what your clients 
want, and most importantly, what they don’t know they need but you just happen to offer. 

  

http://teachbymagic.com/
mailto:Brian@teachbymagic.com
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3:00 pm Break Out Sessions 

Rosander: Show Time--Secrets, Structures, Strategies and More! (Salon F, G, & H) 
Show Time isn’t about the time your show starts, rather the time you put into developing your 
story, your style, and your performance that truly reveals who you are and what you’ve got. 
Rosander is passionate about creating productions that incorporate magic, clowning, 
comedy, and unique characters with one unifying theme. His degree in theatre has given him 
the structure and knowledge to mold magic in such a way that every trick and action has a 
purpose and every transition propels the story forward. Rosander will be laying out the 
methods to quickly gaining creditability and how to deliver a powerful punch through your 
performance to keep your customers calling and spreading the word! 
 
Erica Exline: Fur and Feathers (Salon C) 
Learn techniques to effectively paint realistic and fantasy fur and feathers. Erica will 
demonstrate beautiful and unique designs using these techniques, including peacock 
feathers, feathered masks, wild animals, and all things fuzzy. 
 
Colleen Heller: Henna 101 (Salon D & E) 
This is an intro to henna class.  Come learn about this art form, including: 
• What is henna, anyway? 
• What is the difference between 

henna and mehndi? 
• The history & historical use of henna 
• The science of henna - how it works 
• Basic pattern composition & practice 

• Sourcing/buying reliable henna powder & 
supplies 

• Paste mixing 
• Cone rolling - mylar vs. cello vs. floraphane 
• Pattern comparison & Bridal mehndi from 

around the world 
 

 
Dustin Queary: Recycling the Basics (Beginner to Advanced) (Alexandria) 
Many times as artists, we get so caught up in always trying to create something new that we 
forget that there is so much that can be done to improve upon the classics. In this class, 
Dustin shares his design process and methods to breaking down a subject to its most 
simplistic form, and how to create almost anything using just a few basic 'core structures' that 
he recycles in many of his favorite speedy designs. Let's face it--fast, recognizable designs 
are our bread and butter!  

 
5:00 pm Dinner (Vendors Open in Skyview) 
 
7:00 pm General Session Lecture (Salon F, G, & H) 

Kennedy: Stop The Shiny Marketing (And Get Some Gigs) 
Kennedy's presentation at Kidvention year 2 was one of the most talked about then, and ever 
since. Now he's back with a totally different presentation that is focused on one thing...getting 
you more gigs.  Rather than worry about the latest marketing fad, Kennedy will be sharing 
with us a repeatable, predictable system for generating more inquiries, and turning them in to 
bookings. This has almost NOTHING to do with social media---and everything to do with 
creating a solid business to keep you entertaining more delighted people! 

 
8:30 pm Vendors Open (Skyview) 
 
8:30 pm Late Night Jam Session (Salon 3) 

Magicians, face painters, clowns, balloon artists, and all entertainers can get together to 
unwind, socialize, and practice their art forms. 
 

10:00 pm Late Night Comedy and Mentalism Show with Kennedy (Salon F, G, & H) 
Our late-night, attendee-only shows have been one of the highlights of every Kidvention.  If 
you attended Kidvention year 2 and saw Kennedy’s late-night show, then you know how 
much fun you’ll have at this show with your fellow Kidvention attendees! 
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Sunday, February 8th 
 
8:00 am Earl Long: Sunday Morning Gospel Magic Service! (Salon F, G, & H) 

Earl Long will conduct a Sunday morning service that includes gospel magic and a message. 
 
9:00 am Break Out Sessions 

Mike Hummer: Meet and Greet Magic For Any Event (Salon F, G, & H) 
The market for "meet and greet" events continues to grow. Doing magic is a great ice 
breaker! Learn easy magic that fits in your pocket and requires no set up.....it's always ready 
to go. Learn how to comfortably break into small groups and have them enjoying themselves 
in 30 seconds, leave them laughing, and be ready for the next group with no set up. Also, you 
won't believe how easy all of these routines are.....you'll be performing them right away. 
 
Lea Selley: Designs for Gamer Kids! (Salon C) 
Do you get requests for Minecraft, Mario Brothers, PacMan, or other video/computer game 
characters? Join Lea for a fun class, learning various ways to use graffiti stencils to set the 
perfect atmosphere for a cool gamer background, and throw down some creativity in your 
own hand-painted characters. This class focuses on cheek art and single eye designs. 
Perfect for tweens and boys and girls who love video games! Prepare to increase your face 
painting game by +200 skill points when incorporating this fun art tool into your repertoire! 
 
Gary Ledbetter: The Magic of Dentistry (Salon D & E) 
Gary is a full-time magician and balloon artist. In this class, he will teach you some simple 
routines that will give your magic earning potential when times are slow.  These are 
techniques he has used over and over.  Gary will not only show you some of the routines he 
has been using for the last 10 years but will also give you insight on how you can create your 
own presentations.  He will give details on how to book these types of shows.  He will explain 
what to say, who to talk to, and how to convince them that you can make a memorable event 
for their dental practice.  Knowing what to say and do is half the battle of being able to book 
yourself and start earning money.  Learn the 3 simple steps to presenting a meaningful 
dental presentation.  Learn the 5 steps used to make them want to book you on the spot. 
 
John Reid: Headbands, Hair Clips and Wristlets, Oh My! (Alexandria) 
Looking for something special to offer your premier customers? Accessories are the way to go! 
Making fanciful wearable balloon pieces that are petite and sophisticated are perfect for those 
exclusive events that you want to offer a unique service to.  Little girls (and big ones too!) love 
delicate designs that can incorporate feathers, lace and even LED lights. And you might not 
think that boys like them, but they do, especially if you make them a superhero, ninja and 
monster headband. If you want to kick things up a notch, whimsical balloon accessories take 
twisting to a new level and make a unique gift for guests at corporate events, fundraisers and 
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs. Come learn the building blocks for these specialty items that bring a premium 
price, and learn the secret of marketing them in an innovative and profitable way. 
 

10:30 am Break Out Sessions 
The Great Zucchini (Salon F, G, & H) 
The Great Zucchini, a staple in the Washington, DC area, for the first time will perform his 
show at Kidvention and then lecture on what you just witnessed. He will use running gags, 
repetition, and keep the kids on the edge of their seats with slapstick and magic for young 
kids, while showing you, in show branding, the entire show. The Great Zucchini does 
hundreds of shows a year, selling out venues across the DC area.  You will see firsthand 
what keeps the little ones coming back for more. If you've ever been stuck with entertaining 
the preschool-1st grade set, then this show and lecture you don't want to miss. (The lecture 
will entertain you as well!) 
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Nick Wolfe: Dragons Are Real! (Salon C) 
This presentation is devoted to these mythical monsters and their like. Nick will demonstrate 
many types of dragon art including cheek art, full face, half face, and designs incorporating 
the eye and mouth. Learn about textures, anatomy, wings and things that will capture your 
next victim's imagination! 
 
Marcela Murad: Make It Your Own! (Salon D & E) 
The goal of every artist is to develop a unique signature style that is recognizable in a crowd. 
In this high-energy and informative class, Marcela demonstrates how to combine a variety of 
techniques to help you refine and define your own personal style. You will leave this class 
feeling renewed and inspired to allow your creativity to take your art to another level. 
 
Shonna Flanigan: Specialty Shapes (Alexandria) 
In this class, Simply Shonna will share her latest designs using the versatile specialty 
shapes.  Some all-new designs using the small bear head, caterpillar, clowny, rattlesnake, 
and, of course, the Big Bear Head. 

 
12:00 pm Lunch (Vendors Open in Skyview---Vendor Room closes at 1:00 pm) 
 
1:00 pm Break Out Sessions 

Gene Cordova: Choosing a Puppet and Creating a Voice (Salon F, G, & H) 
This workshop teaches you how to develop a voice to suit your character.  If you don't have a 
puppet character, this class will give you several ideas to help you create your first partner.  If 
you already have a character, this class will help you create your next one.  Gene will explain 
how to develop and give examples of the following different types of voices: falsetto, nasal, 
guttural, dumb/slow, along with demonstrating how to use cartoon and TV character voices 
like Kermit the Frog, Fozzy Bear, Elmo, Bert and Ernie, Marvin the Martian, Yoda, Dudley-
Do-Right, Mickey Mouse, Goofy and others to find your own unique puppet voice.  Gene will 
also cover great manipulation techniques. 
 
Erica Exline: Whimsical Holiday (Salon C) 
Learn fun, festive, and fabulous designs that are perfect for the various holidays. Erica will 
demonstrate her favorite original designs for Valentine's Day, St. Patrick's Day, 4th of July, 
Halloween, Christmas, and more! 
 
Colleen Heller: Henna 201 (Salon D & E) 
This class is a continuation of the Henna 101 Class and covers the following topics: 
• Design elements - building a pattern that makes sense and is balanced 
• The 5 basic elements anyone can master to create thousands of designs 
• Intermediate pattern practice in style of your choice (Arabic, Indian, UK, Khaleeji or Moroccan) 
• Cone vs. bottle 
• Proper aftercare - tricks to getting the darkest stain 
• Storage of henna and supplies 
• Tips and tricks for easier application and more effective practice 
• Troubleshooting your henna practice 
• Bridal mehndi – are you ready? 
• Ergonomics and self-care - protect your body from injury 
• What you will need to add henna body art to your current business 
• Q&A about running a successful henna business – Can you make money? 
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Gary Ledbetter: Balloon Special Effects (Alexandria) 
Gary has presented his special effects with balloons all over the world. Whether it’s a 50,000 
balloon release in Spain or exploding balloons in China, Gary knows how to make an event 
special.  Learn simple low-cost techniques for exploding balloons, exploding décor and more. 
Learn tried and true methods used to create stunning effects with balloons. Take your event to 
the next level. You don’t want to miss this class. 

 
3:00 pm Break Out Sessions 

Oscar Munoz: Make Old Things New (Salon F, G, & H) 
Do you know what magicians, clowns, and family entertainers have in common? We buy stuff 
thinking it’s going to go great in the show. But when you get home, you just place it in that 
drawer of forgetfulness, where magic ideas go to die. Well, folks, not to worry any longer. 
Oscar’s break-out session will help you with the magic that never made it into the show. You’d 
be surprised what you have in there. (If you’re like me, you will find that you have a brand new 
show in that drawer). Oscar will be showing you tricks that you can do in a birthday party or 
family show setting. The last 20 minutes, you’ll get to test Oscar and bring a trick that you never 
knew how to incorporate into your show. You’ll work together and create wonder. 
 
Dustin Queary and Melissa Bertrand: Line Busters (Salon C) 
Many times as balloonists we find ourselves working alongside face painters, or vice versa. So 
doesn't it make sense that you should have designs that compliment or work well with each 
other? This class is targeted at all levels who would like to learn quick and impressive 
complimenting designs in face painting and balloon twisting. These designs are perfect for line 
work and are Melissa and Dustin's proven crowd favorites. 
 
Wiser Oner: Tricked Out Airbrush Tattoos (Salon D & E) 
Airbrush tattoos are a never-ending hit with kiddos all over the world and have always been a 
great artistic revenue generator along with face painting, henna, balloons and other types of 
artistic entertainment. Whether you’re a beginner or have been doing it for years, this class 
with Wiser will teach you artistic techniques to truly trick out your airbrush tattoos very easily 
and make them stand out from the average, which translates into more gigs and more $$$!!! 
 
MaryAnne Ross: Whiteface Clown & Character Whiteface (Alexandria) 
Elegant in appearance, the Whiteface is a pleasant-looking clown with decent manners, and 
is generally artistic in his performance. He usually appears to be in command of any situation 
he is in and often bosses the other clowns around. This clown has a face that is completely 
covered in white, with facial features (eyebrows, nose, mouth) painted in black and red. The 
Whiteface costume may be one piece or any variation of a suit and is the only clown type that 
may make use of sequins, rhinestones, or other flashy material. The costume matches 
throughout and usually is clean and pressed. 
 

4:30pm Closing Ceremony (Salon F, G, & H) 
 
5:00 pm  Dinner 
 
6:00 pm Kapital Kidvention Children’s Pre-Show (Skyview) 

Close-up magicians, face painters, and balloon artists will have an opportunity to show off 
their skills by entertaining young attendees prior to the BIG Show. 
 

7:00 pm Kapital Kidvention BIG Show (Salon 4) 
Watch our Kapital Kidvention presenters entertain a local audience with their style of magic 
and comedy. Come join the fun!! 


